Vasculitis is an adverse effect of numerous drugs. We report on a man who developed vasculitis and died after taking ofloxacin for a chest infection.
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Case report
A 75 year old man was treated with bumetanide and spironolactone for cardiac failure. Two weeks later he was given ofloxacin 200 mg twice daily for-five days for apparent bronchitis. Several haemorrhagic bullae and palpable purpuric rash developed on the feet and hands (figure). He It is often difficult to establish whether drugs and reactions were related in fatal cases. This patient's rash, which was identical with that described by the drug's manufacturers, developed immediately after the drug was given (most drug induced rashes start within seven days). Bumetanide and spironolactone had been given three weeks earlier, and only two unconfirmed reports' have associated them with vasculitis. A closely related quinolone, ciprofloxacin, has caused vasculitis and abnormal hepatorenal function.5 Finally, the half life of ofloxacin is greatly increased in renal insufficiency, and its accumulation could lead to Arthus type hypersensitivity reactions such as certain types of vasculitis. Ofloxacin was probably an important factor in this case. We suggest that because of this the drug should be used only when other, better known agents are ineffective.
